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1. Module Code pbm061 

2. Module Title Blended Intensive Programme:  

Spring School for Empirical Approaches to Health- & Medical Sociology 
for Graduate Students 

3. Module Coordinator Prof. Dr. Andrea Teti 

4. Teaching Staff Prof. Dr. Andrea Teti (Uni Vechta, DE), Prof. Dr. Angela Genova (Uni 
Urbino, I), Prof. Dr. Maria Świątkiewicz-Mośny (Uni Kraków, PL), Prof. 
Dr. Nino Numerato & Prof. Dr. Jaroslava Hasmanová Marhánková 
(Uni Prague, CZ) 

5. Competences 
Broadening and 

Deepening of Knowledge 

After completing the module students have acquired 
• a comprehensive understanding of diverse empirical 

approaches in the sociology of health and medicine, with a 
particular focus on qualitative and participatory research 
methods, 

• knowledge of methodological and ethical dimensions of 
empirical research, especially when working with vulnerable 
populations, such as persons with disabilities, 

• insights into current international debates and practices in 
participatory health research, 

• the competence to develop and apply their own research 
ideas in a theoretically sound and methodologically rigorous 
way, 

• an appreciation of the role of interdisciplinary and cross-
national collaboration in advancing socially responsive health 
research. 

Understanding 
of Knowledge 

Students are able to 
• weigh different methodological approaches and their 

epistemological foundations, 
• critically evaluate the strengths and limitations of 

various empirical research methods in health and 
medical sociology, 

• identify and address ethical issues in empirical 
research. 
 

 Utilisation, Application, and 
Generation of Knowledge 

Students are able to 
• design and implement empirical research projects with a 

focus on participatory and inclusive methodologies, 
• apply theoretical concepts to practical fieldwork by engaging 

with case studies and ongoing projects, 
• contextualize their own research practices within 

international and interdisciplinary research traditions, 
• transfer knowledge across different social and cultural 

research contexts. 



as of: 2025-10-15 2 

Communication and 
Cooperation 

• communicate and present in English 
• be interculturally competent in their work together with 

students from different countries and cultures 
•  work collaboratively with students from different countries 

and also students from different disciplines 
• include all parties involved in tasks of Environmental and 

Sustainability Education in a goal-oriented manner, 
considering the particular situation of the group 

• identify and reflect on potential for conflict that lies in 
cooperating with others and help to develop situationally 
appropriate solution processes by acting constructively and 
conceptually 

 Academic Self-Concept/ 
Professionalism 

• reflect critically on their own methodological and ethical 
decisions in research, 

• assess and improve their own competences with guidance, 
• strengthen their readiness to participate in interdisciplinary 

and international research teams, 
• act professionally in diverse academic and fieldwork contexts, 

contributing to socially responsible and inclusive health 
research. 

6. Content The programme responds to the increasing complexity of health 
and medical issues by preparing students to conduct research 
that is both methodologically rigorous and socially engaged. It 
provides a comprehensive exploration of the methodological and 
ethical dimensions of empirical research within the sociology of 
health and medicine. A key focus is on inclusive research 
practices, particularly participatory health research that actively 
involves persons with disabilities. In addition, the programme 
emphasizes the importance of international collaboration in 
advancing participatory and interdisciplinary health research. 
Designed as a practically oriented module, it integrates theoretical 
reflection with the discussion of real-world examples and ongoing 
projects. Through engagement with diverse empirical cases, 
students will develop stronger methodological competencies, 
deepen their capacity for ethical analysis, and acquire practical 
skills relevant to cross-disciplinary and global research 
partnerships in the field of health and medical sociology. 

 



as of: 2025-10-15 3 

7. Selected Literature Mairhofer S, Paone N, Teti A (2024). Implementation of the 
participatory approach (ICPHR) in social and health research. 
Implementation of the participatory approach (ICPHR) in 
social and health research. Salute e Società: 149-156. Doi: 
10.3280/SES2024-001010 

Teti A, Gross C, Knoll N, Blüher S (2016). Feasibility of the Factorial 
Survey Method in Ageing Research: Consistency Effects 
Among Older Respondents. In: Research on Aging, Vol. 
38(7):715–741. Doi:10.1177/0164027515600767 

Mairhofer S, Teti A (2020). Age-appropriate healthy living - research 
examples from German and Italy, European Journal of Public 
Health, Volume 30, Issue Supplement_5, September 2020, 
ckaa166.359, https://doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckaa166.359 

 

 

8. Courses (hours per week) pbm061 Blended Intensive Programme: Spring- & Summer School 
for Empirical Approaches to Health- & Medical Sociology for 
Graduate Students (4 SWS) 

9. Required Prerequisites 
according to examination 
regulations 

 

10. Recommended Prerequisites English level B2 and a passion for meeting, interacting with, and 
learning from students from different countries. 

11. Rotation Schedule annual 

12. Offered in (Winter/Summer 
Semester)/ Recommended 
Semester of Study 

summer semester 

13. Form of Assessment 
according to examination 
regulations 

Portfolio or presentation 

14. Workload contact hours: 56 overall workload: 180 

self-study: 124 credit points: 6 CP 

15. Applicability of Module Elective course (Profilierungsbereich) Master & PhD Level 
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16. Further Information (e.g., 
registration, maximum number of 
participants) 

Expected participation limit: 35 participants, including those from 
international partner universities. The actual participation limit is 
set for each semester by the committee responsible for deciding 
on the course offerings. 

 

According to Section 3, subsection 3 of the Examination 
Regulations for the cross-curricular field of studies, students have 
no claim to the provision of certain offers or a regular repetition 
of modules. 

 


