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��� Horizon 2020

Multi-actor R&I 

projects

Thematic

networks

« Science only » R&I 

projects

EIP-AGRI

Focus groups

EIP-AGRI

Operational

groups
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#HorizonEU

THE NEXT EU RESEARCH & INNOVATION 
INVESTMENT PROGRAMME (2021 – 2027)

Horizon Europe

Based on the Commission Proposal for Horizon Europe, the 
common understanding between co-legislators and the 
Partial General Approach, both approved in April 2019



Horizon Europe: structure

Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence

Pillar 1
Excellent Science

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
Actions

Research Infrastructures

Pillar 3
Innovative Europe

European Innovation Council

European innovation 
ecosystems

European Institute of 
Innovation 

and Technology

Pillar 2
Global Challenges and 
European Industrial 
Competitiveness

• Health
• Culture, Creativity and 

Inclusive Society 
• Civil Security for Society
• Digital, Industry and Space
• Climate, Energy and Mobility
• Food, Bioeconomy, 

Natural Resources, 
Agriculture and Environment

Joint Research Centre
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What is in it? 

7 Intervention Areas (IAs)

• Sustainable management and efficient

use of natural resources

• Climate mitigation and adaptation

• Plant health

• Animal health and welfare

• Use and delivery of ecosystem services

• Sustainable forest management

• EU plant protein production

• Sustainable land use, rural development

and territorial linkages

• Digital innovations

• AKIS; advice, building skills, participatory

approaches and information sharing

• International partnerships for sustainable

agriculture for food and nutrition security

Environmental 
Observation

Biodiversity 
and Natural 
Resources

Agriculture, 
Forestry 

and Rural Areas

Seas, Oceans 
and Inland 

Waters
Food Systems

Bio-based 
innovation 
systems in 

the EU 
Bioeconomy

Circular 
Systems



Strategic Plan (new implementing act by the Commission) will

prepare the content in the work programmes and calls for proposals

for the first four years:

• Expected impacts: strategic orientation for R&I support

• Partnerships and missions

• Areas for international cooperation

• Other issues

Horizon Europe 
legislative 
package

Strategic Plan 
2021-2024

Work 
programme 
2021-2022

Calls for 
proposals

A Strategic Plan gives direction 
to the work programme

What will be in it? 



Strategic Plan: Cluster 6

• Why? Challenges: 

cross-cutting long-term impacts

• What? Priorities in intervention areas: 

short- & medium-term impacts

• How? Implementation approaches



Leaving space for new approaches
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Leaving space for new approaches

• Horizon Europe defines mission characteristics and elements of governance, and 5

missions areas. Specific missions will be programmed within the Global Challenges

and European Industrial Competitiveness pillar (drawing on inputs from other pillars).

• Mission Board: for each mission area 15 experts appointed by the Commission

following an open call for expression of interest shall advise upon, inter alia:

� identification and design of one or more missions in the respective mission area

� content of work programmes and their revision as needed for achieving the

mission objectives, with input from stakeholders and, where relevant, the public

� …

A mission is a portfolio of actions across disciplines

intended to achieve a bold and inspirational and
measurable goal within a set timeframe,

with impact for society and policy making as well

as relevance for a significant part of the European

population and wide range of European citizens.
R&I Missions



Co-programmed

Based on Memoranda 
of Understanding / 
contractual 
arrangements; 
implemented 
independently by the 
partners and by  
Horizon Europe

Co-funded

Based on a joint 
programme agreed 
and implemented by 
partners; commitment 
of partners for financial 
and in-kind 
contributions

Institutionalised

Based on  long-term 
dimension and need 
for high integration; 
partnerships based on 
Articles 185 / 187 of 
TFEU and the EIT-
Regulation supported 
by Horizon Europe

New generation of objective-driven and more ambitious partnerships in 

support of agreed EU policy objectives 

Key features

� Simple architecture and toolbox
� Coherent life-cycle approach
� Strategic orientation

Encouraging synergies



Encouraging synergies

Agriculture, Forestry 
and Rural Areas
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Towards the first Horizon Europe 
Work Programme 2021-2022

Pre-publication of Work Programme 2021-2022

Opening of first 2021 calls

Summer 
2019 

Spring  
/summer

2020

Autumn
/ winter 

2019/2020

Co-creation at Research & Innovation Days 24 – 26 September,

Exchanges with the new European Parliament,

Envisaged endorsement by new Commission of Strategic Plan

Early involvement and exchanges with Member States, 

Online consultation with stakeholders and the public at large,

Establishment of Mission Boards

November
2020

Drafting of Horizon Europe Work Programme 2021-2022

on the basis of the Strategic Plan 

December
2020

Formal adoption of Work Programme 2021-2022 



Commission proposal for 

COMMON 
AGRICULTURAL 
POLICY post-2020

# 

FutureofCA

P



DEVELOPING A KNOWLEDGE-
BASED AGRICULTURE
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#InvestEUresearch

#AgriResearchEU

#H2020SC2 #HorizonEU

www.ec.europa.eu/agriculture/research-innovation_en

www.ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html


