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Call for abstracts for the session “Rural areas in a decarbonizing society: identifying 
barriers and solutions for just, accepted energy transition and sustainable rural 
development” 

 
Rural spaces play a crucial role for decarbonizing the energy system of our society. Renewable 
energies, first and foremost wind and solar, can be produced (de-)centrally in nearly all parts of the 
world, solar even both in urban and rural settings. Nevertheless, it is predominantly rural areas where 
wind turbines and solar plants are built, which cause quite often land use conflicts and raise up 
questions about spatial burdens and benefits of the energy transition, justice, the acceptance of 
renewable energies and more general about  (self-determined) development pathways for 
sustainable rural spaces. 
The panel seeks to elaborate energy transition in rural spaces under the perspective of justice and 
acceptance and discuss transition opportunities and barriers. 
We look for theoretical and empirical contributions that look at sustainable rural development in the 
light of energy transition. The papers can address, but are not limited to the following questions: 
 

 Which (theoretical) concepts of justice and acceptance can be useful to analyse energy 
transition? 

• What is the contribution of rural areas to energy transition? How we can assess it? 

 Which specific justice claims arise from a rural perspective when looking on energy 
transition? 

 What are promising approaches for tackling energy transition and agricultural 
transformation? Which roles play new technologies (e.g. agri-photovoltaics) and how 
socially acceptable are they? 

• Which transition opportunities and barriers in rural spaces can be identified? 
• What are feasible ways for developing sustainable energy futures in rural spaces (including 

just solutions)? 
 
The session aims to interlink rather theoretical concepts of justice (e.g. spatial, energy) and 
acceptance with the ongoing discourses on the potential of renewable energies for sustainable rural 
development. Supported by conceptual underpinnings and empirical findings the participants will 
have time to discuss critically the current conditions of the energy transition. It´s intended to identify 
and define just and accepted solutions for sustainable energy futures in rural spaces. The outcome 
of the session can provide the basis for a common opinion paper. 
  
Deadline for abstracts is 31 January 2023. Please submit your abstract (max. 250 words) online at: 
https://tinyurl.com/y3mh2neh 
 
And check also the official conference websites:  
https://www.ruralgeo2023.nl/abstracts 
https://www.ruralgeo2023.nl/ 
 
If you have questions, do not hesitate to contact us! 
 
Alexandra Doernberg, Leibniz Center for Agricultural Landscape Research, mail: doernberg@zalf.de 
Eva Eichenauer, Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus-Senftenberg, Berlin Institute for 
Population and Development, mail: eva.eichenauer@b-tu.de 
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