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Rounding the Spheres 
 
 The interaction between the Mediterranean and 
Indian Ocean Areas in Antiquity  
 

A. Lecturers’ session – Thursday, 5th dec, 10-12 
a. Matthew Cobb, University of Wales  

Trinity St. David, Lampeter: 
Controlling the Red Sea branch of the Indian Ocean 
trade: Barbaroi, Blemmyes and the Roman State, 
b. Stefano Magnani, Università degli studi,  

Udine: 
On the Arabian shore: the Arabs, the Romans and the 
others,  
c. Michael Sommer, Carl von Ossietzky-Universität, 

Oldenburg: 
Palmyra and the trans-Eurasian long-distance trade. 
2nd and 1st centuries BC. 

 
B. Joint session – Thursday, 5th dec, 14-17 

Source-based work in groups. 
 

C. Students’ session – Friday, 6th dec, 9-12 
Presentation of selected items. 
 

D. Final session – Friday, 6th dec, 13-14 
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